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the film companies his best stories, he was informed by the
producers that there were no profits for him to share. He
bought a half-interest in an Arizona gold mine which he
was never able to locate, a block of stock in the new Oakland
Fidelity Loan and Mortgage Company, which kept him in
the law courts for two years. Always " a flyer, a white chip
on the table, a lottery ticket" brought him grief.

His bitterest blow was the trouble Ninetta and Edward
Payne, to whose support he was even yet contributing, stirred
up among his neighbours, getting them to sign a petition
preventing him from using the water from a second dam
he had built high up on his land to control the winter rains,
on the grounds that it would divert water from the creek
which ran alongside their home. While few of the other
neighbours seemed exercised or frightened at the possibility
of losing their water, Ninetta and Edward Payne carried
through, securing an injunction against him.

He learned that some of his friends who were constantly
asking for money were saying that he made it so easily they
would be fools not to help him spend it. Even George
Sterling, to whom he had just sent one hundred dollars for
a plot he did not want, because he knew Sterling was broke,
was criticising him for writing for "Hearst's gold." In his
earlier years money had been easier to make, had given him
more joy in the making. He had accepted avarice, sloth,
and hypocrisy with the cheerful resignation of the man who
knows the worst about humanity and goes on from there.
Becoming increasingly ill and despondent, he now viewed
this abuse of his generosity with bitterness as he beat out
his brain to help support those who abused him.

In February of 1915, after a number of cold and bleak
months he left with Charmian for Hawaii to finish out the
winter. Here in the warm sunlight, with daily swimming
and horseback riding, his health improved sufficiently to
enable him to begin a new novel, Jerry of the Islands^ with
the last remaining flare of the Jack London spirit. "I assure
you in advance that Jerry is uniquely new and different from
anything that has appeared in fiction, not only under the